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Two Sunday Servicesat 9:30AM. & 11 AM.

4:

11:

Sweet Daysand Roses (Rev. Katie Kandarian) The Celtic festival
of Beltaneis celebrated sometime around May Day. How are the
symbolsof floraand pasturesrelevant to ustoday? How might we

live what Emerson called “the potent blood” of modest May?
Immediately following each service, the minister will hold a brief
informational session in the Library for those with questions about
Unitarian Universalism or interested in membership.

True North (Rev. Katie Kandarian, Kate & Geir Jordahl) Asagift
for Mother's Day, we'll experience a photo and musical journey
through member Geir Jordahl’ s beautiful new book of photogra-
phy, True North. It should prove to be a spiritual experience.
Chalice Deadline.

RETURN TO Summer Schedule: One Sunday Service at 10 A.M.

18:

25:

In Giving We Receive (Rev. Katie Kandarian & Carol Bodeau) A
community of faithrunsby volunteer |oveand service. Today we' ll
acknowledge those gifts, both great and small, and practice both
endsof service. Immediately following theservicewewill hold our
congregational annual meeting. Bookstore Open.

~

s
Sunday 18 May ¢ ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Members are encouraged to participate in the Board of
Trustees election, approval of Annual Budget and other
matters of importance that are addressed at this vital

meeting, immediately following the worship service.
- J

Building Our Own Theologies. How do we as UUs create our own
belief systems? Thisweek the Building Your Own Theology class
will sharetheir credos and perspectives. Let us consider how each
of usis unique within our shared UU tradition.
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One More Step

| wasreally delighted to seein
my email inbox amessagefrom
Rev. Lindi Ramsden, Execu-
tive Director of the Unitarian
Universalist Legidative Min-
istry, giving an update asto the
efforts of our volunteers who
have been working in various
areas around the state, asking
folks to refrain from signing
petitions to place on the November ballot an amendment to
the constitution to prohibit marriage between same sex
couples. Lindi reported that the paid signature gatherershad
never seen such organized resistance. (At the time of my
writing they only have half of a week left to gather over
50,000 signatures; here's hoping our activism continues.)

What added to my joy wasthefact that | was meeting with a
member when | saw thisemail, and as| shared thegood news
with her, shetold methat shewas one of the volunteersfrom
our congregation that traveled up to Sacramento to do this
important work, to take one more step to witnessto her reli-
gious values by actually spending a Saturday to stand on the
side of love. Shetold me that she participated in aone-hour
training and then, with asmall group, was stationed outside
adiscount department storewherethe paid signature gather-
erswere asking folksto havethisinitiative put on the ballot.
Therewere so many Unitarian Universalistsinthevolunteer
ranks that other folks who were there that day decided that

they had better start attending a UU church if this was the
wonderful kind of people they attracted. Our member also
shared with me how easy it was to simply ask folks if they
really wanted to place an amendment to the constitution on
the November ballot. Many of them realized they did not.

We often hear requests in church to stand up for our values
and our beliefs, and sometimeswethink wearily, “one more
thing” or “does it really matter?” What our Legislative
Ministry isfinding out is, yes, indeed, it does really matter.
We can take one more step putting our faith into action and
find in the doing the spiritual growth we had been seeking.
We sometimesfind ourselves surprised in the folkswho are
willing to join with us, and we can see that our deedsreally
do spell out our creed.

In this month where we say thank you to al our wonderful
volunteers, | want to say a specia thank you to those who
went to Sacramento. They include Regina Fassano (Mar-
riage Equality coordinator), Dirk Dino, Crystal Carroll, Ka-
ren Y earout and Nancy Harrison. Thank you to any names|
may have overlooked; pleasetell me about your experience.

Andremember: pleasejoinusfor ONE serviceonly at 10A.M.
on 18 May, where we thank all of our volunteers, who are
utterly essential for thewarmth and life of thiscongregation.

Blessingsto you al!

Love, V‘I ! \
L{’Lﬂ{/

V(ay Dicthdays

Best birthday wishesto . . .
2 Kevin Smathers

Lavon Hodges

i

21

-
25 Renae Dominguez
29 Carol Henrie

ﬂ_

e | *

#.4_, % 16
- B Karen Kramer

Joaquin Dominguez

Have we overlooked your birthday?
Tobeincludedinthesebirthday greetings, send an email with your
name and the month and day of your Annual Celebration to
editor@starrking.org.

DOleel. off Xife

Please send information to the Pastoral Care Committee.
Good newsiswelcomed, aswell asyour sorrows.
| Thoughtsand prayersto Carol Henrieand Dick Albert on
thelossof their twodearly bel oved Saluki dogs, Del phine
and Chanel.

[l Sincere condolencesto the Gruverson thelossof John's
mother.

] WEe rekeeping the Meyersonsin our thoughts during the
time of Diane sfather’ sillness.
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Meg Jurlch President, Board of Trustees

In spite of the efforts of our
Canvassand Budget Commit-
tees, we head toward our An-
nual Meeting on 18 May with
a deficit budget (-$5774) for
fiscal year 08/09. Thelargest
shortfall is in the areas of
pledgesandfundraising. With
themajority of pledgesinfrom
current members, the total is
about $1,0001essthanfor this
fiscal year. If you have not
been contacted to make your pledge, please contact Marian
Babbidge or Kay Athos of the Canvass Committee.

Fundraising, the other significant source of income for our
church, isexpected to raise about $3,000 |essnext year. The
Service Auction, our most lucrativefundraiser, isheld every
other year. Although it is a much-anticipated and lively
event, the ServiceAuctionisthought to betoolabor intensive
toputonevery year. Therefore, intheoff years, thefundraising
team must contemplate more fundraisers, each of which
makelessmoney. Weneedto figure out away to even out the
financial swing between lean and fat fundraising years.

It is well known in the UUA that in churches of our size
(roughly 150), finances are frequently a challenge, as we
seek to implement our vision of having fairly-paid profes-
sional staff, meaningful programsand agenerouspositionin
the community. In drafting the budget for fiscal year 08/09,
the Budget Committee held operating expenses closeto last
year's level, and saved about $919 in committee expenses.
However, expenses for personnel have increased by 4 per-
cent. It is no surprise that in the high cost Bay Area, 76
percent of Starr King's budget goes to wages and benefits.

Wewill take up theissue of the deficit budget at our Annual
M eeting after Sunday serviceon 18 May, whenwe begin our
singleservicescheduleuntil theend of thesummer. Youwill
receive awritten notice ten days before the meeting, includ-
ing acopy of the proposed budget. Please familiarize your-
self with the budget and bring it with you to the meeting.
WEe'll belooking at several optionsfor balancing the budget
beforetaking afinal voteto approveit. Therecommendation
of the Budget Committee is that members be asked to pay
their own dues to the UUA and PCD ($79 per member)
separately from their pledges. Currently, our church pays
$11,400 from members' pledgesto UUA/PCD. Itisquickly
apparent that, were members willing to

pay thissmall additional amount, our bud-

get would be easily balanced. Other op- -

tionsare 1) using the excessincome from '

thisyear's Service Auction or 2) doing a Atﬁ’{
second canvass in the fall. J

OuRr CHURCH BoARD IN ACTION

April 2008

Thefollowing isa summary of the Board's business meeting. Fedl
free to discuss any of these items with Board members.

1. Budget Proposal: Reviewed the budget proposal for
08/09; expenses exceed revenue by $5,774 with very
little increases in line-item expenses. Committee sug-
gested assessing membersin additionto their pledgesfor
UUA and PCD dues ($79 per member). Also recom-
mended that there be a written contract/letter of agree-
ment between staff and the church for salary and job
description, with apersonnel committeeto work through
this with employees. Board approved to present the
deficit budget to the congregation at the annual meeting
on 18 May with a discussion of revenue needs and a
potential special assessment for dues.

2. Unitarian House: Garald Mosher is still discussing the
sprinkler issue with the County. The moratorium in
construction will be up on 4 May, when we can resubmit
paperwork for the permit.

3. RE Liaison Report: RE meetings are discussing trying
to hire Carol Boudeau on an interim basis as the RE
Director (one year). We are waiting on the UUA to
approve this proposal, so any vote must wait until May.

4. District Assembly: Darryl will carry the banner for the
church. Board approved that the Board President may
designate delegates for the Assembly meetings.

5. President’sReport: Reported on the possibility of hav-
ing Carol serve aone year term as DRE, pending UUA
approval. Ideas on fundraisers are to be submitted to the
Board' s Executive Committee. Karen Cook is meeting
with a group to schedule fundraisers for next year. Meg
congratul ated K atie for meeting with the minister of the
New Bethel Church on race relation discussions.

6. Minister’sReport: There will be a second gathering at
the New Bethel Church in addition to the previous panel
discussion. The second meeting will be29 April at 7 P.M.
and will be a conversation on race.

7. Treasurer’'sReport: Weareahead on pledgesand will
continue to monitor throughout the remainder of the
fiscal year. The water bill isvery high, but we can't find
aleak.
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What's Happeningin Y\ (,{,,c/{,cuzﬁ Cducation
14
by intern minister Carol Bodeau

Lotsishappening in our Religious Education program right
now, and we have exciting plans for next year. Here's a
sampling of what’ s been going on:

The SKY group is beginning to prepare for the Bridging
Service, scheduledfor 8 Juneat 10A.M. Wehaveeight youth
ready to bridge this year!

The Middle School group recently celebrated their own
Seder, on the Sunday after we held our congregational
Seder.The younger kids are just finishing up learning about
heroes in UU History.

The RE Task Force held aforum discussion to get ideas for
the RE program, and isworking hard on creating structures
and ideas for next year. The congregation decided to start a
year-long learning theme for the whole congregation, fo-
cused on ecology and environmentalism.

Things to look forward to in the coming weeks and months
include:

M eetingsinMay betweenthe RE Task Forceandkids, youth,
teachers and families for feedback and visioning.

Summer “funshops’ led by members of the congregation. If
you would like to lead an activity for the kids one day this
summer, please contact Laurie Matthews.

Inthefall, we'll berunning our SKY group, aMiddle Schaool
OWL group (letters will be going to eligible kids' families
soon), an elementary class and a toddler/nursery group.

There will be classes, projects and social events focused

around the year’s “green” theme, as well as monthly kids
worship.

Andfinally, onethingthat will behappening next year isthat,
whilethe RE Task Force continuesto create a5-year planfor
the program and to work on making sure we have all the
necessary procedures and policiesin place, | will be return-
ingto Starr King UU Churchinthefall asapart-timelnterim
Director of Religious Education. The members of the Task
Force are Karen Cook, Meg Jurich, Suzanne Quijano and
Donnie Rett, along with myself and Rev. Katie Kandarian.
Please talk to any one of usisyou'd like to share ideas or
participate in creating the program.

Marriage Equality

by Regina Fassano

Asyou are well aware, the Religious Right had launched a
vigorous campaign to put ameasure on the November 2008
ballot that would change the definition of marriage. Cur-
rently, there is no definition. If the measure were to pass it
would define marriage as a union between a man and a
woman. They had paid signature gatherers at various loca-
tions throughout the state of California.

Inresponse, the UULM and Equality for All had launched its
own campaign asking peopleto sign apledge not tosign any
petitions that would prohibit same sex unions. Groups of
people were organized to go to Orange County, Fresno,
Sacramento, Los Angeles, Riverside and San Diego coun-
ties. Atthetimel submitted thisto the newd etter, | had heard
we were slowing down the opposition, but we were till
looking to get more signatures. Along with several other
people from the congregation, | had gone up to Sacramento
to help in preventing this measure from being put on the
ballot.

Also, we're dtill waiting to hear whether the California
Supreme Court will decidethat it isunconstitutional to deny
same sex couples the right to get married. Even if the
Supreme Court doesruleinour favor, if ameasureto prohibit
samesex marriagewereto get ontheballot and pass, it would
overrule the Supreme Court decision.

Noteworthy newsrecently isthat Gov. Schwarzenegger has
come out publicly against this amendment that would ban
same sex marriage.

Committee on the Interior, Lavon Hodges

Reminder Regar ding Posting

and Providing Fliers

Pleasedateany fliersyouwishto sharewith our Starr
King community. Also, please ask a member of the
Interior Committee before posting or placing any
fliers or posters, so that you can be directed to the
appropriate display location. Your cooperation is
appreciated!

May 2008 Flaming Chalice of Starr King Unitarian Universalist Church
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Saturday 3 May
Free Sorytelling Workshop
at Sarr King Church

Join the Worship Committee and
Rev.ChrisHolton-Jablonski from9A.Mm.
to noon for thisfun and playful experi-
encein learning to lead children’ s sto-
ries for worship.

Chrisis Minister of Religious Educa-
tion at the UU Church in Kensington
(Berkeley) and is amaster story teller.
Everyone is welcome.

Saturday 3 May
Annual Open Mic (Talent) Night

This is a free event, with a dessert
potluck to share, open to the congrega-
tion and friends. Share your talents!
Bring your appreciation! To perform,
pleasesignupat the Community Table.

Doors will open at 7 P.M. Showtime
will commence at 7:30 P.M. The event
will run until about 10 P.M. (this in-
cludes clean-up). See Bill and Ruth
DeSmidt for details (510/582.7297).

Come Dance around the .
May Pole, eat, meet and

be merry! The May [
Day Celebration will

start promptly after

Second Service.

Therewill bea

short prayer,

then the Haida

Dance, then the

May Poleto be !
held outside in the parking lot.

Sunday 4 May
Come Celebrate May
Day with us!

Pleasebring afinger food lunchitemto

share; if you do not wish to bring a

finger food for the Lunch Potluck,
please bring your own lunch. Drinks
(plates, napkins too) will be provided.

See Bill and Ruth DeSmidt for details
(510/582.7297).

EvenTs & CLASSES

FESCO
Shdter Shuffle

Saturday, May 10, 2008
San Leandro Marina

Join usto raise funds for FESCO, The Family Shelter
For information and registration, see www.fescofamilyshelter.org

Saturday 17 May
Circle Suppers Are Back

Circle suppers resume on Saturday
17 May. Share ameal and get to know
members and friends of Starr King
church. Sign up for the dinner at the
Community Table or speak to Joyce
Kinnear for further information.

Be prepared to bring adish for adinner
of about 6 to 8 people at another mem-
ber's home. It's a great way to meet
people, connect and have a great time.

Building Your Own Theology

Building Your Own Theology, an adult
Religious Education series, concludes
in May. At our worship service on
25 May, members will share personal
ideas about the meanings and myster-
ies of life and about what is sacred.
Each participant develops a persona
credo, a statement of religious truth
and meaning uniquely his or her own.

Thefinal two classeswill meet on Sun-
days: 11 May (following second ser-
vice) and 25 May (after worship).

May 2008 Flaming Chalice of Starr King Unitarian Universalist Church
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| nter n Reflections

Carol Bodeau

Soon we will be moving into
our summer schedule here at
Starr King UU church, and as
we do so, we can aready feel
ourselves being pulled outside
to the warmth and flowers and
explosion of life.

As we immerse ourselves in
the sensations of living on a
beautiful earth, wemay alsobe
feeling an increasing awareness of the fragility and delicate
balance of this, our planet home.

We as Unitarian Universalists are called to be not just
appreciativeof, but also responsibleto, our blessed earth and
all the creatureswithwhomwe shareit. Asacommunity we
aretaking this call seriously in many ways.

Our Green Sanctuary Committeeismoving forwardto align
all aspects of congregational life here at SKUU with our
environmental awareness. A number of ushavebeen attend-
ing classes on Earth Spirituality and learning about theolo-
giesthat embracethe earth asdivine. And many of uslearned
the basics of composting on the weekend before Earth Day.
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This focus on Enriching our Soil: Towards the Beloved
Community is and will continue to be at the center of con-
gregational lifeover thenext year. Together, wecan—inthe
words of a beloved hymn — ‘work towards a planet trans-
formed by our care.’

This month, | encourage you to ask yourself, “How am |
personally called to love the earth more fully? How am |
called to participate in this great work of living out my UU
principles? How can| act today to affirm theinterdependent
web of life, of which we are all a part?’

Y our smallest actionsmake adifference, so choose onething
that you can do today to love the earth and all our relations
more fully and completely.

In peace,

/D / “ /
L’ crrvnitlee C/éj/iﬁc;] s
Earth Ministry, Karen Urbano

What a wonderful April it has been! A whole month was
devoted to Earth care at church, and we can look forward to
atheme of Earth and Justice for the next church year. How
many great opportunities this presents for Earth Ministry at
Starr King Church!

Our Green Sanctuary committeeiswrapping up theenviron-
mental audit and is getting ready to lay out a plan of action
for the steps that are required by the Green Sanctuary pro-
gram. Several people on the committee are bursting with
ideas. Our next meeting will be on Sunday 4 May at 12:30.
If you have never been to one of our planning meetings, |
hope you will consider attending to make your voice heard.
And everyone in the congregation will have an opportunity
to consider pursuing the Green Sanctuary application at the
Starr King Annual Meeting on 18 May.

TheUU Ministry for Earth Green Sanctuary program, which
started with only five UU congregations in 2002, has now
growntoover 150 either already accredited or inprocess. To
date there are only two churchesin our own Pacific Central
District, Davis and tiny Visalia, that have received their
accreditation. That number is set to grow tremendously as
many morein our own San Francisco Bay Area and beyond
aregetting ready, including Starr King. | hopeyouwill want
to be apart of it.

From recycling bins, a composting system for garden and
food waste, encouraging carpooling to finding a suitable
environmental justiceproject, how will you contributeto our
plan? Pleasejoin us!

Grounds and L andscape Enhancement,
Carol Henrie & Walt Korus

PLEASE JOIN USfor All-Church Grounds Work Days in
May on Saturday 10 May and Saturday 24 May. We' Il work
on both days from 9 A.M. into the afternoon, but we will be
grateful for ANY time you can contribute.

We will be tackling those lovely weeds and invasive plants,
using Green Sanctuary methods to preserve habitat and to
createenjoyablesocia space. ALL arewelcome; wewill be
abletofind meaningful work for you, whatever your physical
stamina. Bring your gloves.

Warmest thanks to those who helped tame our grounds in
April: Joyce and Scott Kinnear, Colleen and Dirk Dino,
Chris Bacina, Roy Dickerson, Dick Albert, Terry Hunt,
Wendy Raobertson.

May 2008 Flaming Chalice of Starr King Unitarian Universalist Church
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Association Affairs, Ramén Urbano

General Assembly is taking place on 25 to 29 June in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida. One of the ordersof businesswill bethe
discussion and selection of two Congregational Study/Ac-
tion Issues. This is a process that takes four years to reach
becomingaUUA Statement of Conscience, theofficial UUA
statement on social issuesof our times. Itisabasic part of our
faith and began with the merger between the Unitarians and
the Universalistsin 1961. It isadiscussion among Unitarian
Universalist congregations, facilitated by the Commission
on Social Witness.

The Commission on Social Witness consists of five mem-
bers, three elected by the General Assembly and two ap-
pointed by the UUA Board of Trustees, for a term of four
years. Their mission “to engage individual's, congregations,
and districts in an ongoing process of study, action and
reflection on pressing social issues to deepen our faith, to
foster agreater senseof associationamong UnitarianUniver-
salists, andto proclaimour vision of justiceintheworld”. As
you can appreciate, its a corner stone of our faith and
movement.

For the period of 2008 to 2012, the two proposed Congrega-
tional Study/Action Issues are:

Ethical Eating: Food and Environmental Justice. “ Religious
organizations throughout the world have discussed the pro-
duction, distribution, and use of food. Some people enjoy
many food choices while others remain hungry. The food
industry produceswealth, but small farmers and farm work-
ers are often poor. Food production and transportation con-
tribute to many environmental problems.”

Nuclear Disarmament. “Should the Unitarian Universalist
Association work with other faith communities to advocate
adramatic reduction in the world’ s nuclear weapons inven-
tories, primarily those of the United States and Russia, in
favor of reinvigorated nuclear arms control agreements and
principles, such as those embodied in the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty?’

Space here limitsimportant details on these issues, but you
can learn about the background and reasons for study, the
significanceto Unitarian Universalism, possible study ques-
tions and topics and possible actions by going to the UUA
website under Current Study/Action Issues.

Besides being ameeting and conference with workshopsfor
our Unitarian Universalist congregations, important social
issues are addressed and direction given that affect all of us
in these complicated times!

You may have noticed that the publicity material for the
FESCO Shelter Shuffle, scheduled for Saturday 10 May 2008,
looks stunningly different this year. That is because Julie
Bayless, Starr King UU Church member, gave of her timeto
design the material.

The “path of walkers” will be used on the event T shirt. We
asked Julieto tell us about herself and the project.

“1"ve been making picturesof onekind or ancther al my life.
I’ ve worked with pencil, watercolor, silkscreen, pen and ink
and computersto make still images and animations. Though
| started out in graphic design as alargely self-taught artist,
| finally really got serious afew years back and got my BFA
in Animation and Illustration at San Jose State.

“It's a great program; competitive and highly creative. It
really changed my whole process as an artist.

“When DianeM eyerson suggested the FESCO Shelter Shuffle
projecttome, | already knew what animportant organi zation
it is to the community, and wanted to get involved. The
FESCO logo seemed to be quite animatable, so | decided to
give the logo character an active body to go with his/her
aready active arms. Since dogs participatein the Shuffle as
well, | created adog that would be consistent with the style
and attitude of the people. A fun project!”

Shelter Shuffle
Saturday, May 10, 2008
San Leandro Marina

Join usto raise funds for FESCO, The Family Shelter
Contact Diane Meyerson for more information.
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OnGoING AcTiViITIES & Fun

SKIFFLE dateshavechangedagain
to Wednesdays! Starr King Instrumen-
talists for Fun, Laughter and Enter-
tainment gather in the Sanctuary for
instrumental music every Wednesday
evening from 7 to 9 PM. All instru-
ments, level sof musi cianshipwelcome.

Morning Discovery meets in the
Library from 10 to 11:15 A.M. on first
and third Wednesdays (7 & 21 May).
All are welcome to join us to explore
community and spirituality, discussion
and shared silence.

Evening Discovery meets in the
Library at 7P.M. onfirst and third Wed-
nesdays (7 & 21 May) for thoughtful
reflection on different topicsthat focus
on the spiritual, the religious or the
personal.

SKIT improv group meets in the
Sanctuary on second and fourth Thurs-
days (8 & 22 May) at 7:30 P.M.

The Film Group will gather on
Saturday 10 May at 7 P.M. We will be
viewing an evening of short filmsin-
cluding the Academy Award winning
The Red Balloon. Let host Stuart Fink
(510/537.4421) know you are coming,
and pleasebringamoviesnack toshare.

The Social Justice Committee
meets on second Sundays (11 May) af -
ter second service. All welcome.

JointheNo Room for Racism vigils
that are held in Hayward every third Fri-
day (16 May) from 4 to 5 PM. a the
intersectionof Jackson-Mission-Foothill.
An opportunity to stand for your values!
Sponsored by South Hayward Parish.

The Book Group will meet Thurs-
day 18 May at 7 P.M. at the home of
NatalieForrestand Doug Sprague (510/
886.1480) to discuss The Book Thief by
Markus Zusak. All welcome! Please
ring to let the hosts know you will be
coming. The June book will be A Spot
of Bother by Mark Haddon.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

How arechalicelighter sandread-
ersfor serviceschosen? TheWorship
Associatefor the service asks someone
todoit. If youwouldliketo participate
in worship by lighting the chalice and/
or reading from the pulpit, just tell any
Worship Associate, who will add your
name to the list of interested partici-
pants. Please note that you must be at
church 15 minutes prior to the start of
the servicein order to be asked.

Do you know our Church his
tory? An Ordinary Miracle and The
Miracle Continuesare availablein the
church office, $15 each or two for $25.

Help make our website brilliant!
P easesubmityour contributionsof pho-
tos of church events and/or activities
for the website (http://starrking.org) to
webmaster @starrking.org.

To schedule an event, visit the
online calendar at our church website
(http://www.starrking.org/skuu_
committee_meetings.htm) to check
availability, then call the officeand we
will add your event. View the website
calendar for all church events.

Please submit written announce-
mentsfor the Sunday bulletinto Nancy
by 1 PM. on Tuesday. Office contact
info: office@starrking.org or 510/581.
2060.

To preserve a sense of worship on
Sunday mornings, please remember to
switch off cell phones and other de-
vices before entering the Sanctuary.

Committee chair sevents coor di-
nators. To avoid schedule conflicts,
notify the Church Office Administrator
of datesand timesof ALL meetingsand
events (even if ongoing or off-site).

Donate interesting books in excel-
lent condition to our Church Book-
storefor resale. Shop in our bookstore
onthird Sundays. See Evelyn Cormier.

Our SKUUC Food Donation Bas-
ket for South Hayward Parish Food
Pantry islocated just inside the eastern
entry door in our Sanctuary. Please be
generousevery week and donateheal th-
ful nonperishable food items.

Stuart Fink hasplacedaLions' Club
collectionbox ontheCommunity Table.
Eyeglasses you no longer use will go
to L atin American countries, alongwith
eyedoctorswhowill fit peoplein need.

The Religious Education Commit-
tee would like to remind parents with
small children that the service can be
heard in thelibrary should you need
to leave the sanctuary dueto crying or
antsy children. Thevolumeadjustments
are near the speakers.

TheOutreach Committeesuggests
recirculating the UU World. Leave old
copies inwaiting rooms, or put themin
the Outreach Committee box in the
church office for use at public events.

A Gentle Reminder from the Wor-
ship Committee: Candles of joy, sorrow
and concern should be brief and pointed,
or the service may run too long.

Babysitter sNeeded. TheReligious
Education Committeeisinneed of baby-
sitters during Sunday services. Please
contact Karen Kramer (783.2221).

Our Sanctuary servesasan all-pur-
pose room; things get moved severa
timeseach week toaccommodate meet-
ings and activities. PLEASE after an
event or meeting, leavethe Sanctuary
in the worship configuration. Put
chairs back each time they are moved.

The Worship Committee reminds
usthat the musical postlude at the end
of the service is a part of worship;
please remain seated to maintain arev-
erential quiet until the last note.
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BasicCompostingWor kshop Sunday 20April
Renee Ray, Master Composter

About 24 people, including 3 kids, attended. We had afree
lunch followed by a basic composting workshop. Then we
built a hot compost pile using our collection of old straw,
manure, dried andfreshleaves, coffeegrounds, tiny redwood
chips, chopped twigsand grass clippings. Weeventossedin
our biodegradable plastic made from corn and our food
scraps deep in the center of the pile.

On Tuesday | brought my compost thermometer to see how
our pilewas heating up. It was 148 degrees! On Wednesday
it was 146 degrees. Thiswas great news. Wetruly built our
hot pile.

Every Sunday after second service, Renee, with any volun-
teers, will beturningthe piletohelp“reactivate” it. If all goes
well, we will have beautiful compost in about two months.

M ore basic composting workshopswill beavailable, aswell
as worm composting and children’s RE programs. Keep an
eye out for our future RE Three Sisters Garden, as well as
many other fun events and happenings on our Starr King
Green Sanctuary Grounds.

Our annual Seder was held in the Sanctuary on Friday
18 April. Rev. Katie Kandarian presided over the

: R A
ild a compost pile, layering green and
brown organic materials and mixing with air and water.

ritual of the Passover story, and Starr King members and
friends participated by reading the Haggadah,
the story of the Israelite exodus from Egypt.

The Passover story is relived with ritual narra-
tiveand song, and customsincludedrinking four
cups of wine, eating matza and partaking of
symbolic foods placed on the Passover Seder
Plate. The Seder is an intergenerational ritua
which is performed in much the same way all
over the world.

Following the ritual, everyone enjoyed atradi-
tional family-style meal prepared by Starr King
chefs.

Thanksto all those who helped set up, cook and
clean up!
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Serving Sunday Mor ning Coffee
is a great way to meet members and
spread happiness! Your help isneeded
intheset upposition. Thispersonwould
arrive at church about 35 minutes be-
fore first service, start the coffee and
seteverythingup, thenremainand serve
coffeeafter first service. Pleaselet Terry
Babbidge (889.9462) know if you can
fill thisimportant slot on Sunday.

s s s
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Calling All Volunteers! Pleasejoin
our All-Church Grounds & Land-
scape SPRING Clean-Up Days on
Saturday 10May and Saturday 24 May .
We will work from 9 AM. into the
afternoon. Our main focus will be to
tackle the weeds on our cultivated pla-
teaus, but we'reflexibleand canfind a
way to include you. Bring gloves to
protect your hands. Our mission is to
create abeautiful, water-wise environ-
ment of native and Mediterranean-
adapted plants that affords inspiring
beauty and spiritual solace, while pro-
viding habitat. Work rangesfromlight
weeding and cultivation to irrigation
maintenance to vigorous weed-clear-
ing and mulching. We always have
fun! Contact Carol Henrie (886.1018).

Please see Betsy Dyeif you would
be interested in operating the sound
system one or two Sundays a month.

W Bl w bl w b Al
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Sign up at the Community Tableto
bring flowersor plantsfor the altar.
Let usknow if you arehonoring aloved
one or celebrating a special occasion.

Volunteer pianists: Shareyour tal-
ents when our regular accompanist is
off. Contact JoyceKinnear (885.0781).

Babysitter sneeded! TheReligious
Education Committee is in need of
babysitters during our Sunday ser-
vices.Volunteer to offer your services
onaregular basisor onoccasion. Please
contact Karen Kramer (783.2221).

Al Murdach

This monthly column explores today’ s meaning and significance of some important
religious words from the Christian tradition.

No.27: EXorcism

The notion of exorcism, or the act of expelling through ritual and incantation an
evil spirit or spirits who “possess’ another person, is an idea that most UUs and
religiousliberalstoday find quaint and antiquated. The assumptionisthat modern
medical science long ago disposed of such concepts and now views sickness,
strange behavior, visionsand mental aberrationsassymptomsof physical disease,
mental illness or mistaken beliefs, and not as evidence of diabolical action. Hence
exorcism, once esteemed in traditional Christianity, is now generally viewed as
mistaken, unnecessary, and arelic of past superstitions.

However, popular culture, especially as evidenced by movies and gothic fiction,
remains fascinated by the idea of exorcism. In these versions, exorcism seemsto
represent themes that point to an alternate and unsettling version of reality. Even
somecontemporary religiouswriterssuch asM. Scott Peck havelately revived the
idea of exorcism and now see it as a valid approach in cases where individuals
actually do seem to be possessed by unexplainable evil forces, which modern
medi cineand psychiatry seem powerlesstotreat. The Roman Catholic Churchstill
trains certain priests to use exorcism on special occasions, where conventional
treatment repeatedly fails and individuals seem to have no other alternative.
Buddhism, earth-based religions and native traditions still encourage the practice
of exorcism. It haseven been noted that today the* practice of exorcisminoneform
or another ismoreprevalent theworld over thanisthe practice of medicine” (Dean,
Psychiatry & Mysticism,1975, p. 235).

Giventhe current attention being given to exorcism, perhaps somereeval uation of
the phenomenonisinorder. The practice of exorcism hasexisted in most societies
from ancient times. According to Josephus, King Solomon was famous as an
exorcist, “askill which expelsdemons (and) whichisascience useful and sanative
tomen.” Weknow fromtheNew Testament that Jesusachieved great |ocal renown
as an exorcist, although this fact is often obscured by applying the label of “mir-
acles’ to all hisinterventions, thus serving to sanitize his practices. It should be
noted that although Jesuseffected many significant curesthrough exorcismduring
his ministry, some of his attempts did go awry. Matthew relates that when Jesus
was expelling demons from two men in the district of Gadara, the demons asked
to be sent into alarge herd of swine feeding nearby. When Jesus did so, the herd
“went rushing down the bluff into the sea and were drowned.” The shocked
swineherdstending the flock “took to their heels’ and told the nearby townsfolk
what happened. “ The upshot was that the entire town came out to meet Jesus’ and
“begged himto leavetheir neighborhood.” Jesus, despite hissuccessful exorcism,
was not exactly abig hit in Gadara that day!

What areweto make of reportedinstances of possession and exorcismtoday? Are
these merely reoccurrences of outdated beliefs and superstitions, better explained
away by employing current scientific procedures and modern medicine? Or are
they instead, as Jesus and his followers saw such occurrences, evidence of a
breaking through of divine power to control and eliminate the evil that seemsto
possess so much of the world and its inhabitants today? There is no easy answer
to such questions, and such phenomena are actually not easily explained away.
Perhaps it is best to simply accept, as did the great anthropologist Sir James G.
Frazer, author of The Golden Bough (1922), that such events are like “ primaeval
rock rising from a smooth-shaven lawn” and represent deep seated forces that
reside in our natures, our world, and our universe that we cannot completely
comprehend but which we must respect and reflect upon in order to better
appreciate life.
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Starr King Unitarian Universalist Church
22577 Bayview Avenue
Hayward CA 94541

510/581.2060
office@starrking.org

Church Office:

Parish Minister: Kathryn Kandarian
minister@starrking.org
Home Telephone: 537.6565
Church President: Meg Jurich

510/886.3080
margaretjurich@yahoo.com
Church Website: http://lwww.starrking.org
Crystal Carroll, webmaster
webmaster@starrking.org
Chalice Editor: Carol Henrie
510/886.1018

editor@starrking.org

Church Administrative Hours:

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
9AM.— 1PM.

Minister’s Office Hours:

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
9AM.— 1PM.

Note: Please observe the minister’ s uninterrupted
reading & writing time on Monday.

How to Reach Your Chalice Editor
Deadline is the second Sunday of each month. Please put
your contribution in writing.

Post to: Carol Henrie

24929 Minnie Court

Hayward CA 94541

editor@starrking.org

The box marked Newsl etter Editor
in the Church office

Email to:
Leavein:

Church Leadership

Board of Trustees

Office Manager —
Minister — Rev. Katie Kandarian

Intern Minister — Carol Bodeau

President — Meg Jurich
Vice President — Darryl Ray
Secretary — Joyce Kinnear
Treasurer — Frank Satterwhite
At Large — Natalie Forrest
Sarah Gonzales
Andy Hansen
Mary Lasack
Marilyn Mosher
Donnie Rett

Nancy Novicio

Church Committee Chairs

Association Affairs— Ramén Urbano

Adult Religious Education —

Bookstore — Evelyn Cormier

Buildings — Dick Albert

Chalice Newsletter — Carol Henrie, editor

Endowment/Memorial Fund — Bill Schwab

Finance —

FESCO — Diane Meyerson

Grounds — Carol Henrie & Walt Korus

Interior — Lavon Hodges

Intern — Bob Meyerson

Kitchen Manager — Sherry Thomas

Membership — Wendy Robertson

Committee on Ministry — Lee Berger, Doris Haskell,
Carol Henrie, Keith Lewis, Kirk Smith
(Convenor), Karen Y earout

Nominating — Bob Stortz

Outreach — Susan Blanc

Pastoral Care —Bob Stortz, Convenor

Pledge Secretary — Marilyn Mosher

u . ‘* ' R.E. Chair — Carey Sanchez Para

Social — Robin Fink
Social Justice — Evelyn Cormier
South Hayward Parish —

Jim Forsyth & Barbara Storms
Sunday Coffee — Terry Babbidge
Volunteer Coordinator — Karen Cook
Welcoming Congregation — Mary Lasack
Worship — Betsy Dye




