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Two Sunday Servicesat 9:30 AM. & 11 AM.

13:

20:

27:

Burning Brightly (Rev. Katie Kandarian & Carol Bodeau)
INTERGENERATIONAL. The first Sunday in January wel-
comes our annual Burning Off ceremony, where we attempt
through ritual to rid ourselves of the old negative influences
and start the new year afresh. It'snot always easy, but hereis

agood place to start.
Immediately following the service, the minister will hold a brief
informational session in the Library for those with questions
about Unitarian Universalism or interested in membership.

To Touch Inward Springs (Rev. Katie Kandarian & Carol
Bodeau) The founder of American Unitarianism, William
Ellery Channing, believed that it was our responsibility to
inspire alifelong love of truth and learning upon the young.
How do we follow hisimportant model?  Chalice Deadline.

TheMoral Arcof the Universe (Rev. Katie Kandarian) Onthis
Sunday before Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, we'll look at
sources of King's inspirations, including our own Unitarian
reformer Theodore Parker. Where can we find inspiration to
make change in our day? Bookstore Open.

Monday 21 January ¢ Join us at 9:30 A.M.
in front of Hayward City Hall
for our annual Martin Luther King, Jr. march and rally!

Justice, Equity and Compassion (Carol Bodeau) Our second
principle of Unitarian Universalism calls us to build aworld
where all humans experience a just and sustainable life, and
our denomination has made acommittment to anti-oppression
work. One important area of thiswork isin building cultural
sensitivity and eliminating cultural misappropriation. How are
we, asindividuals and as acommunity, supporting thiswork?

JANUARY 2008

Thank You Starr King
for Generous Adopt-A-Family
Donations

Members of the Starr King congregation
generously donated 70 pieces
of new warm winter clothing
and $400 in cash and gift cards
to FESCO families as part of
the Holiday Adopt-A-Family program.
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Rev. Katie Kandarian
Anniversaries : T

Every January at Starr King
Unitarian Universalist Church,
we celebrate the anniversary
toremember Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.,andtheincrediblejus-
tice work he did and which, he
made us aware, still needs do-
ing. |l inviteyoutojoinusinon-
going awareness of this work
and with a message of hope by
your presenceinour larger com-
munity, at the location of Hayward City Hall at 9:30 A.M.on
Monday 21 January. Wewill listentomusic, hear Dr.King's
words and put our feet into motion together around our short
but important march.

Another important marker thisyear comesthevery next day;
22 January isthe 35th anniversary of the Supreme Court de-
cision of Roe v. Wade. A whole generation of women and
men have never livedin atimeor aplacewherereproductive
freedom in this country was not a reality for them, even
though the economi c aspect of accessto reproductive health
has become a continued point of erosion for some of these
freedoms which we have come to take for granted.

Over theyears, Unitarian Universalist principles and values
have led our Commission on Social Witness and our mem-
bership to devel op resol utions and statements of conscience
supporting our freedom of choiceinreproductivematters. As
one of our ministers explains our religious viewpoint, “we
believethat thetest of any religiouspositionisanindividual’s
own direct experience of the good, the holy and the true.”

Even though we might look at the anniversary of Roe v.
Wade as atime of celebration, many anti-choice groups are
using thistimeasan opportunity to continuetowork to over-
turn these laws. In California, work isin progressto gather
signaturesfor apetition, for thethird time, to attempt to pass
alaw requiring parental notificationfor abortions. Aswasthe
caseinthe earlier attempts, if this proposition should be put
on the ballot, it would cost Planned Parenthood alone mil-
lions of dollarsin political response.

| have joined Bay Areaclergy as a member of the Planned
Parenthood Golden Gate Clergy Advisory Board. | believe
that thisboard will bring advocacy and greater awarenessto
our faith communities about reproductive health and educa-
tion, and | feel proud to be a part of it.

Let thisNew Y ear be atime to rededicate ourselves to con-
tinuing the important work of justice. We have a fabulous

faith to serve as our guide. & !
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Please send information to the Pastoral Care Committee.
Good newsiswelcomed, aswell asyour sorrows.

W Mike Kanninen has been unable to attend church due to
a stomach ailment. Please send him your best wishes.

W MorganKanninengraduatedwithhonorsfromUC Davis.

W Bill & Marge Schwab are grandparents again. Congratu-
lations!

W Bryne Golec is making plans to move to Sacramento to
be closer to one of her sons. We will miss her!

W Jean Gaylord is doing well with her chemotherapy pro-
gram.

W Ashley (Henrie) Fennessey will begin nurse strainingin
Atlanta, Georgiain January.

22 1
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Best birthday wishesto . . .

7  JuliaCady
- 7  WatKorus
b | e
H %
. A 13 Jay Durant
“ 13 Doris Haskell
18  Sophiana Carrell

25 Debbie Frederick
28 Geir Jordahl
30 Ben Matthews

Have we overlooked your birthday?

To be included in these birthday greetings, send an email
with your name and the month and day of your Annua
Celebration to editor@starrking.org.
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Congregational Polity

Theterm Congregational Pol-
ity was not well understood
by many of us who attended
the Pacific Central District
L eadership Conferencework-
shop on Governance for UU
Congregations in November
of 2007. Welearnedthat pol-
ityisaword of Greek deriva-
tionmeaning“ citizengovern-
ment,” while congregational refers to the church structure
devel oped by our forbears from the Protestant Radical Ref-
ormationwing, those Puritanswho rejected church hierarchy
and who came to the Massachusetts colony to establish free
churches bound by covenantal agreements. The two words
together are used by Unitarian Universalists to describe our
form of governance.

It was interesting to learn that, while all UU churches are
based on congregational polity, church research shows that
there are critical issues in church governance related to a
church’s size. There are four size categories of churches:
Family size (0-50), Pastoral Size (50-150), Program Size
(150-360) and Corporate Size (350-500). Our church mem-
bership puts us on the outer edge of pastoral size.

Therearelimitationsand challengesfor each sizechurch. An
interesting exampleis found in the workshop handout titled
“Governance for Unitarian Universalist Congregations,”
illustrating the consequences of a pastoral church undertak-
ing unrealistic program development. “ Trying toforceapas-
toral-size congregation to function asif it were a corporate
size...isaformulafor volunteer burnout. Such achurch has
nei-ther the staff nor theresourcesto supportitspractices...”
Congregations are urged to practice a philosophy of gover-
nance consistent with their size.

In all church sizes, the congregation has the highest author-
ity. In apastoral size church such
asours, authority isdelegatedto
the Board and the Minister in
order to promote efficient and
flexible decision-making.
However, best practicesrequire
that Board decisions be trans-
parent and clearly communi-
cated to the congregation.

Currently, we have an opportu-
nity to participate in congrega-
tional -style governance.

Y our Board isworking on the Unitarian House replacement
project, a project that includes enlarging classrooms, im-
proving the officeand creating morekitchen space. Thusfar,
the Board subcommittee has been monitoring the devel op-
ment of thesite plan and exterior building design. On Sunday
6 January 2008, after second service, memberswill have an
opportunity to meet Dave Byrens, the architect for our
church addition. This meeting is intended to update inter-
ested members of the congregation and to promote discus-
sion of the plan thusfar, aswell as suggestionsand concerns
related to future steps. It is essential to the Board as it
continuesto carry thisproject forward— and consistent with
“congregationa polity”— that it have a clear sense of the
wishes of the congregation.

$5ss

OuRr CHURCH BoARD INACTION
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December 2007

Thefollowing isa summary of the Board' s business meeting.
Fedl freeto discuss any of these items with Board members.

1. Update on Building project to replace Unitarian House:
$2,000 was paid to the county for permits. A meetingwas
held for leaders to receive input on plans. A congrega-
tional informational meeting will be held on 6 January
after the second service.

2. Greeter training was held 9 December.

3. Service auction will be 16 February 2008 and is being
coordinated by Terri Owen.

4. Board voted to give the office manager an end-of-year
bonus.

5. Board voted to contract for more regular cleaning.

6. Board members giving the announcements should col-
lect the announcements and give them from the micro-
phone (not having individual members come up).

7. Treasurer's Report: The Green Sanctuary Committee
will look at arecycling cart (annual cost $540) asapart of
its proposal. Pledge receipts are behind schedule.

8. Board received an assessment of the religious education
program given by intern. Recommendation that theboard
and entire congregation needs to take ownership of the
program to develop healthy functioning. A plan for vi-
sioning is being arranged with |eadership involvement.
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Children’s Religious Education Church

Carey Sanchez Para, Religious Education Chair

@
Happy New Year! Aswe look back at 2007 and look ahead w'ce

to 2008, we wish everyone a bright, hopeful new year.

o
Please remember to keep your Guest at Your Table box AM'O"
present in your househol d through mid January in support of
the program sponsored through the UU Service Committee. d

Please convert cash collected in the box into acheck payable
to the UU Service Committee and bring it back to church on

tlﬁl ;)L fgg\]rzgs.ary. Thank youto everyonewho participatedin De s s e" P ot' u ck

TheRE classesarestill going strong! We' veseenanincrease
in the number of visitors and we welcome them into our
classrooms often.

During the first half of 2008, our church will decide on 1 6 Febmaw

whether to recruit and hire a new Director of Religious
Education (DRE). Katie and Carol will be offering aservice
onthisimportantissueon 13 January. Welook forwardtothe

congregation’s response and action on this critical decision
regarding the future direction of religious education.

Bring a friend, bring a date
Thank you to everyone who made our December tree trim- or come Glone 'f YOU W|Sh!

ming party and luncheon a success!

Just be prepared to have fun
and to do a good deed for the church.
Don't forget your checkbook
because
this is an important
fundraiser for our church.

Specia thanks to
Susan Clark for
cutting our fresh
treein SantaCruz,
to Robin Fink for
delicious chow-
der, to ornament
craft coordinators
Laura McMi-
chael-Cady,
Mary Lasack and
Carey Sanchez
Para, and to our
setupandcleanup
crews!

Service forms will be circulated
right after the holidays.
Use this time to come up with
a wonderful service to offer!

See Page 5 for Details

For more information contact
Terri Owen (510-888-1612 ,

Carey Sanchez Para, Religious Education Chair ‘rer'r'iowen_07@yahoo.com)
510/502.4098 or careysanchezpara@comcast.net

January 2008 Flaming Chalice of Starr King Unitarian Universalist Church Page 4



L2% C[”LLL/ZCZV a?”Z{WL& PR Q{CC ae (U@CCG’#L”L@ (763 /QCP/‘L(L@L/?CP/&}/

EVENTS

/i Earth Spirituality Classes. Dueto
the success of our first two meetings,
we' ve extended our adult RE serieson
neo-paganism and Unitarian Univer-
salism. This series of informal gather-
ingswill be held onthe first Sunday of
each month (withtheexception of Janu-
ary, when it will be held on the second
Sunday). Pleasejoinusfor any or all of
the following topics:

13 January: Paganism and death
(reincarnation, ghosts, the afterlife).

3 February: Communicating with
spirit (channeling & divination).

2 March: Mystical visions (dream-
work and meditation).

6 April: Shamanic Journeying
(drums, chanting, trance states).

4 May: (topic to be determined by
group interest).

/i Brown Bag Documentary Sun-
day 20 January Curitiba: Urban So-
lutionsfroma Devel oping City about a
rapidly growing Brasilian city that
“transformed its conditions from an-
other slum east of Sao Paulo to a bea-
con of livability . . . amost beyond
belief.”

A Mark your calendars! Our biggest
singlefundraiser, theServiceAuction,
will be held this year on 16 February.
This is always a fun evening for both
the providers and bidders. For those
who aren’t familiar with the auction,
here’s how it works:

Members of the church offer various
services to the highest bidder. On the
evening of the auction, lively bidding
takes place for these various services.
The highest bidder wins the service.
There is something available in
everyone's price range. The evening

ing to violence and oppression.

... nhonviolence is the answer to the crucial political
and moral question of our time — the need for man
to overcome oppression and violence without resort-

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

You are invited to join Hayward’s
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY MARCH

Monday 21 January 2008

9:30 a.m. Gathering at Hayward City Hall Plaza
777 B Street (at Watkins) ¢ for music and the words of Dr. King.

10:00 a.m. March of Witness

In celebration of Hayward’s diversity, we invite you to carry your
organizational banner and to wear national dress.

10:30 a.m. Returningto City Hall Plaza

Where we will join in song and will be inspired by Dr. King’s
words of courage, hope and justice.

of

also includes a delicious dessert pot-
luck.

Providers are urged to be creative and
offer services both practical and ex-
traordinary. Do you have a hidden tal-
ent that you would love to share? This
isawonderful opportunity for our mem-
bersto get to know each other through
offering a bit of themselves.

Some examples of past services in-
clude:

*  Babysitting

*  Gourmet dinners

*  Winetasting tours

*  Making up Christmas card labels
* Homemade treats

*  Pet sitting

* Pick up and drop off at the airport

* Several hours of genealogical re-
search

*  Much, much more!

Additionally, wearesolicitingjobsthat
you wish you could bid on. Do you
have something you would just loveto
have done — and would be willing to
pay someoneto do? Contact usand we
will seeif we can find aprovider to put
your job up for bid.

Y our New Y ear’ sresolution should be
to help support the church and to have
fun too! To offer a service or solicit
one, contact Terri Owen (510/888.1612
or terriowen_07@yahoo.com).

/i TheFESCOBoardwill honor Nancy
Schluntz, outgoing Executive Director
of FESCO, The Family Shelter, with a
reception on Sunday 20 January 2008
from 3to 6 P.M. at the Fireside Room of
Eden United Church of Christ, Hay-
ward. The public isinvited to join the
FESCO Board in this special event.

January 2008 Flaming Chalice of Starr King Unitarian Universalist Church
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Earth Ministry, Karen Urbano

Join Earth Ministry at Starr King Church! Our next meeting
will be on Sunday 27 January at 12:30 P.M. to continue plan-
ning for our Green Sanctuary effort. We are starting our
environmental assessment to see where we stand in several
areas. Once that is completed, we can develop our plan of
action. The assessment will cover several areas. Thefollow-
ing questions will be answered.

* ENERGY: What areyour energy usage patternsand current
conservation practices?

* RECYCLING: What arethelocal recycling proceduresand
what is your level of compliance?

* NON-DISPOSABLE MATERIALS: What are the exist-
ing policies for use of non-disposable materials, environ-
mentally friendly cleaning supplies, etc.?

* PURCHASINGAND INVESTING: What existingchurch
policies govern purchasing and investing decisions? Are
your investmentsin keeping with your environmental and
other social values?

* LANDSCAPING: Do you have landscaping policies that
direct use of native species, landscape chemicals, etc?

* RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: What current religious educa-
tion programs rel ate to the environment for both children
and adults?

* WORSHIP: How well doesyour worship integratethewis-
dom of the Earth?

* SOCIAL ACTION: How isearth caring apart of your over-
all social action program?

* OTHER ISSUES: What other environmental issues come
up in discussion groups and adult education classes, in
policy proposalsfor the congregation andinthelocal com-
munity that might be the basis for a Green Sanctuary pro-
gram or activity?

Wewould love to have your participation, especially if one
of these areas speaks to you. Thiswill be the baseline from
which we make our plan. Joinus! For questions, feel freeto
contact Karen Urbano (karenjean@earthlink.net).

Socia Justice: School of the Americas Report

Sunday 3 February at 12:30 P.M. at Starr King Church, the
Social Justice Committeewill present Starr King activist Jim
Forsyth and the Rev. Lee Williamson reporting on their trip
to the School of the Americasat Fort Benning, Georgia, pro-
testing the United States’ training of Latin American mili-
tary troops in repressive tactics. In 1981 over 900 civilians
— men, women and children — were massacred in El Sal-
vador by rightist military men trained at the School of the
Americas. The protest march that Jim and Rev. Williamson
attended was dedicated to those martyrs.

Find out more about the movement to shut down the School
of the Americasat http://www.soaw.org/ and pleaseplanto
attend the 3 February report.

| nter n Reflections

Happy New Y ear!

As we begin the new year,
now isagood timeto consider
what sorts of projects we are
devoting our timeto. How are
you spendingyour energy right
now? How would you like to
be spending your time and re-
sources? I'm not big on New
Y ear’ sresol utionsbecausetoo
often they leave us feeling like we've failed to meet up to
some pretty challenging goals. But | aminfavor of using the
new year as an excuse to reflect on the old and new sources
of inspiration and growth in our lives.

The latest project that I’ ve decided to devote some of my
resources to is working with the residents at the Eden Villa
Assisted Living housein Castro Valley. Theresidentsthere
need extra support with some basic care needs, but areinde-
pendent in many ways. Each week, | spend time with them;

Carol Bodeau

S5558ss

| offer achapel servicethat includes asimple prayer, poetry
reading and hymn singing, and | make myself available to
just chat withthem after our chapel gatherings. On Christmas
Eve, | spent sometime leading a short worship service with
them before heading over to SKUU for our holiday service.
Thisisareally new type of ministry for me, and I’ m finding
itvery rewarding. For me, itisanopportunity togiveministry
in thelarger community, to folks who might otherwise have
less access to ministry.

Thisnew year, I’ [l befocusing on spending lesstime behind
adesk and moretime beingwith people. Inmy ministry, this
means | feel called to spend time being a pastor rather than
anadministrator. Please know that I’ m herefor your pastoral
needs. Y ou can make an appointment to talk with me at any
time by emailing me or calling during regular office hours.

Wishing you the blessings of a joyous
and peace-filled New Y ear.

January 2008 Flaming Chalice of Starr King Unitarian Universalist Church




ONGOING ACTIVITIES \

\ ANNOUNCEMENTS

A SKIFFLE Meets on Mondays!
Starr King Instrumentalists for Fun,
Laughter and Entertainment gather in
the Sanctuary for instrumental music
every Monday evening from7to9pP.M.
All instruments and levels invited.

/A Morning Discovery mests in the
Library from 10 to 11:15 A.M. on first
and third Wednesdays (2 & 16 Janu-
ary). All are welcome to join us to
explore community and spirituality,
discussion and shared silence.

/N Evening Discovery meets in the
Library at 7P.M. onfirst and third Wed-
nesdays (2 & 16 January) for thought-
ful reflection on different topics that
focus on the spiritual, the religious or
the personal.

/i TheBook Group will meet Thurs-
day 10 January at 7 P.M. at the home of
NatalieForrest and Doug Sprague (510/
886.1480) to discuss The Magician's
Assistant by Ann Patchett. All wel-
come! Pleaseringto let the hosts know
you will be coming.

A SKIT improv group meets in the
Sanctuary on second and fourth Thurs-
days (10 & 24 January) at 7:30 P.M.

. The Social Justice Committee
meets on second Sundays (13 January)
after second service. All welcome.

$ 5 S

/i JointheNoRoom for Racism vigils
that areheld in Hayward every third Fri-
day (18 January) from 4 to 5 P.M. @ the
intersectionof Jackson-Mission-Foothill.
An opportunity to stand for your values!
Sponsored by South Hayward Parish.

/. The Film Group will gather on
Saturday 26 January at 7 P.M. Thefilm
will be The Aviator. It was a highly
honored biopicof Howard Hughesstar-
ringLeonardo DiCaprio. All welcome!
Let host Stuart Fink (510/537.4421)
know you arecoming, and please bring
amovie snack to share.

1 Do you know our Church his-
tory? An Ordinary Miracle and The
Miracle Continuesare availableinthe
church office, $15 each or two for $25.

1 Help makeour website brilliant!
P ease submityour contributionsof pho-
tos of church events and/or activities
for the website (http://starrking.org) to
webmaster @starrking.org.

[1 To schedule an event, visit the
online calendar at our church website
(http://www.starrking.org/skuu_
committee_meetings.htm) to check
availability, then call the officeand we
will add your event. View the website
calendar for al church events.

1 Please submit written announce-
mentsfor the Sunday bulletinto Nancy
by 1 .M. on Tuesday. Office contact
info: office@starrking.org or 510/581.
2060.

[l To preserve a sense of worship on
Sunday mornings, please remember to
switch off cell phones and other de-
vices before entering the Sanctuary.

(1 Committee chair s/events coor di-
nators. To avoid schedule conflicts,
notify the Church Office Administrator
of datesand timesof ALL meetingsand
events (even if ongoing or off-site).

1 Donate interesting books in excel-
lent condition to our Church Book-
storefor resale. Shop in our bookstore
onthird Sundays. See Evelyn Cormier.

1 Our SKUUC Food Donation Bas-
ket for South Hayward Parish Food
Pantry islocated just inside the eastern
entry door in our Sanctuary. Please be
generousevery week and donatehealth-
ful nonperishable food items.

1 Stuart Fink hasplacedaLions Club
collectionbox ontheCommunity Table.
Eyeglasses you no longer use will go
to L atin American countries, alongwith
eyedoctorswhowill fit peoplein need.

[1 The Religious Education Commit-
tee would like to remind parents with
small children that the service can be
heard in thelibrary should you need
to leave the sanctuary dueto crying or
antsy children. Thevolumeadjustments
are near the speakers.

[ TheOutreach Committeesuggests
recirculating the UU World. Leave old
copies inwaiting rooms, or put themin
the Outreach Committee box in the
church office for use at public events.

[1 A Gentle Reminder from the Wor-
ship Committee: Candles of joy, sorrow
and concern should be brief and pointed,
or the service may run too long.

[1 BabysittersNeeded. TheReligious
Education Committeeisinneed of baby-
sitters during Sunday services. Please
contact Karen Kramer (783.2221).

[1 Howarechalicelightersandread-
ersfor serviceschosen? The Worship
Associatefor the service asks someone
todoit. If youwould liketo participate
inworship by lighting the chalice and/
or reading from the pulpit, just tell any
Worship Associate, who will add your
name to the list of interested partici-
pants. Please note that you must be at
church 15 minutes prior to the start of
the servicein order to be asked.

1 Our Sanctuary servesasan all-pur-
pose room; things get moved severa
timeseachweek toaccommodate meet-
ings and activities. PLEASE after an
event or meeting, leavethe Sanctuary
in the worship configuration. Put
chairs back each time they are moved.

1 The Worship Committee reminds
usthat the musical postlude at the end
of the service is a part of worship;
please remain seated to maintain arev-
erential quiet until the last note.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES |

A\ Serving Sunday M orning Coffee
is a great way to meet members and
spread happiness! Your help is needed
intheset up position. Thispersonwould
arrive at church about 35 minutes be-
fore first service, start the coffee and
seteverythingup, thenremainand serve
coffeeafter first service. Pleaselet Terry
Babbidge (889.9462) know if you can
fill thisimportant slot on Sunday.

i ¥

/i Join our Grounds & Landscape
Enhancement activities at Church.
L ately we havebeen keeping our week-
ends free and are working on Fridays
from 9:30 A.M. into the afternoon, as
well asoneother weekday TBA.We're
flexible and can find a way to include
you. Our projectisto createabeautiful,
water-wise environment of native and
M editerranean-adapted plants that af -
fordsinspiring beauty and spiritual so-
lace, while providing habitat. Work
rangesfrom light weeding and cultiva-
tiontoirrigation maintenanceto vigor-
ous weed-clearing and mulching. We
alwayshavefun! Contact Carol Henrie
(886.1018).

/i Please see Betsy Dyeif you would
be interested in operating the sound
system one or two Sundays a month.

/A Sign up at the Community Tableto
bring flowersor plantsfor the altar.
Letusknow if youarehonoringaloved
one or celebrating a special occasion.

/i Volunteer pianists: Shareyour tal-
ents when our regular accompanist is
off. Contact JoyceKinnear (885.0781).

/A Babysittersneeded! TheReligious
Education Committee is in need of
babysitters during our Sunday ser-
vices.Volunteer to offer your services
onaregular basisor onoccasion. Please
contact Karen Kramer (783.2221).

(
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This monthly column explores today’ s meaning and significance of some important
religious words from the Christian tradition.

No.23: Satan

It may seen abit odd to start the new year with some reflections about the Prince
of Demons, but since so much of our time during the year is spent dealing with the
effects of various evils, both human and natural, it may not be totally beside the
point. Of course UUs, along with most othersin the Christian tradition, no longer
believe in the redlity of the Devil. My own denomination, the Roman Catholic
Church, acknowl edges hisexi stence but seemssomewhat embarrassed by theidea,
which seems so unappealing in our scientific age. Sowhy even bring the subject
up?

Al Murdach

Let us begin with some history and then move on to current events. For many
centuries before ours the Christian tradition, as well as other religious traditions,
spoke often and urgently of the importance of avoiding the clutches of the Devil,
or any like evil supernatural being who wielded immense destructive power over
human affairsif only he (the being was usually male) gained human consent and

cooperationfor hisdesigns. Withtheriseof sciencebeginninginthe16th century,
many evils (sickness, personal calamity, mental illness, general misfortune, etc.)
began to be perceived as being within human control and understanding. Thus, no
longer was it possible to refer convincingly to any of these events, at least when
they weren't being blamed on God, as“the devil’ swork”. Infact, UUisminthis
country was in the forefront in gradually draining away the significance of such
attributions so that now to usethem in discussing human affairs seemsboth arcane
and laughable.

But lest wethink that belief in the Devil has by now been completely destroyed by
the enlightened views of UUs and other liberal types, we need to examine the
evidence of popu-lar culture, in which the Devil seems to again be enjoying a
resurgence. Today in film, TV, art, music, and drama we see and hear many
depictions of the rampant evil and satanic tendenciesin our times. A 2007 movie
guide, for example, lists no less than three full pages of filmswith “Devil” in the
title. Currenteventsasreportedinthemediaal so seemto corroboratetheexistence
of wide-spread evil and ruin despite the best efforts of reformers and seekers of
social justice. It could be that these devel opments are behind the recent rise of
interest and concern about thewi de-spread and seemingly unstoppablereach of the
diabolical in modern life.

If thisbetrue, it may not be amissto reconsider again the historical importance of
the concept of the Devil, or at |east thedevilish, in our lives. For the Devil, despite
the outlandish and sometimes ridiculous ways in which he was traditionally
represented, was always areminder that evil isfundamentally personal in nature.
Thatis, it alwaysbeginswith ahu-man choice between alternatives. Choices, even
when well-intentioned, can |ead sometimesto disaster, sometimes to benefit, and
sometimesto indifferent outcomes. When choices become tainted by the spirit of
evil, or pure self-aggrandizement, great harm to all is assured. Therefore UUs, as
believersin the promise of human potential, could in this coming year make the
fulfillment of thispotential moreachievableby not forgettingthe Devil ineachone
of usand our need to counteract it by increasing our foreknowledge through study
and reflection and our love for others by continued commitment to the unending
struggle for social justice.
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